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1. INTRODUCTION 

Springvale Colliery is an existing underground coal mine producing high quality thermal coal for both 

domestic and international markets. It is located 15 kilometres to the northwest of the regional city of 

Lithgow and 120 kilometres west-northwest of Sydney in New South Wales.The regional locality of 

Springvale Mine is shown on Figure 1. 

 

Figure 1  Regio nal Locality  

 

This Subsidence Management Status Report (SMSR) fulfils the requirement of Condition 14 of the 

Springvale Mine SMP Approval Conditions for Longwalls 411 to 418.  This SMSR covers the 

monitoring period between the 1
st
 of February 2017 and the 31

st
 of May 2017, with monitoring results 

available for this period presented in this report. Some results collected during the reporting period 

may not be included due to the time associated with analysis and presentation of results following 

field work. These results will however be included in future reports. 

Regulatory requirements applicable to the SMP are outlined in Section 2. 
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2. PURPOSE AND SCOPE 

The purpose of this document is to report in accordance with and comply with the requirements of 

Condition 14 of the Springvale Mine SMP Approval. Table 1 summarises the requirements of this 

Condition and where they have been addressed in this document.   

 

 Subsidence Management  Status  Report Requirements  Table 1.

 

Condition 

 

Condition Requirement 
Section 

Addressed 

17a 
The current face position of the panel being extracted; 3 

17b 
A summary of any subsidence management actions undertaken by the leaseholder; 4 

17c A summary of any comments, advice and feedback from consultation with 

stakeholders in relation to the implementation of this approval (including the 

preparation, implementation and review of plans, programmes, reports or strategies 

required by this approval) undertaken or received and a summary of the 

leaseholders response to the comments, advice and feedback given by the 

stakeholders; 

4 

17d A summary of any observed and/or reported subsidence impacts, incidents, service 

difficulties, community complaints, and any other relevant information reported to 

the leaseholder and a summary of the leaseholders response to these impacts, 

incidents, service difficulties and complaints 

5 

17e A summary of subsidence development based on monitoring information compared 

with any defined triggers and/or predicted subsidence to facilitate early detection of 

potential subsidence impacts; 

6 

17f A summary of the adequacy, quality and effectiveness of the implemented 

management processes based on the monitoring and consultation information 

summarised above; and 

7 

17g A statement regarding any additional and or outstanding management actions to be 

undertaken or the need for early responses or emergency procedures to ensure 

adequate management of any potential subsidence impacts due to longwall mining 

8 

 

This report also provides the opportunity for relevant stakeholders to provide feedback regarding the 

Springvale Mine monitoring and management measures as required under Condition 9. 

3. FACE POSITION OF THE LONGWALL  

Extraction of Longwall 418 commenced on the 22
nd

 of October 2015 and was completed on the 27
th
 of 

May 2016 with a total retreat of 2487m. Extraction of LW419 commenced on the 2
nd

 of August 2016 

and was completed on 18
th
 of March 2017 with a total chainage of 2340m. Extraction of LW420 

commenced on the 29
th
 of April 2017 and chainage at 30

th
 of June 2017 was 636.5m. 

Longwall locations and the face position with reference to subsidence monitoring lines are shown 

below in Figure 2. 
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Figure 2  Face Position and Subsidence Monitoring Locations 
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4. MANAGEMENT ACTIONS AND CONSULTATION  

4.1. Management  Actions  

There has been no management actions required during the reporting period. 

4.2. Consultation  

The contact details for Springvale personnel responsible for environment management and 

community relations, along with details for community complaints and enquiries have been provided 

in Table 2. 

 Primary C ontact Springvale Colliery  Table 2.

Contact Position Contact Details 

Primary Contacts 

Brian Nicholls Mine Manager 
T: (02) 6350 1613 

F: (02) 6355 1502 

Catherine Suggate 
Environment and 

Community Co-ordinator 

T: (02) 6350 1672 

F: (02) 6355 1502 

Community Enquiries/Complaints 

Springvale Enquiries and Community Complaints T: (02) 6350 1640 
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Recent consultation with stakeholders is outlined in Table 3 below: 

 Correspondence S ummary  Table 3.

Date Topic Further Details 

03/07/2017 Flora Trigger 

Exceedance ï Initial 

Notification 

In accordance with the LW 415 ï 417 and LW418 THPSS MMPs as well 

as Springvale EPBC Act Approvals, a trigger notification was provided to 

the Department of Environment on the 3
rd

 of July 2017. Further details are 

provided in Section 9 of this report. 

29/05/2017 MOP 2015 ï 2022 

Amendment B 

Submission 

The purpose of the amendment was to provide updated information on 

activities to occur within the MOP term.  The changes primarily related to 

Modification 1 to Springvale Consent SSD 5594 (approved 19
th

 April 

2017), approving an extension of the Springvale stockpile footprint.  

The MOP was approved by DRE on the 4
th

 of July 2017. 

31/03/2017 2016 Annual Review Springvale submitted the 2016 Annual Review (a requirement of 

SSD5594) to the Department of Planning and Environment, as well as 

relevant stakeholders, on the 30
th

 of March 2017. 

31/03/2017 Environmental and 

Rehabilitation 

Monitoring Program  

(ERMP) Submission 

The ERMP was required by Condition 1 of the Springvale Mining 
Operations Plan, dated the 11

th
 of May 2016. The Condition is reproduced 

below: 
1. A document compiling all environmental and rehabilitation 

monitoring undertaken at Springvale Colliery must be developed 
within 6 months of the previous MOP approval dated 25 February 
2016. The report may reference other management or monitoring 
plans with more detailed information or may copy information 
from these plans but needs to provide sufficient information to 
give a detailed overview of all monitoring undertaken. The report 
must include: 

¶ A Plan or Plans showing the location of all monitoring sites. 

¶ The type of monitoring undertaken including parameters. 

¶ The frequency of monitoring. 

¶ Where applicable, a reference to other document(s) in which 
the monitoring is detailed. 

 
DRE provide feedback on the 21

st
 of November 2017 requesting further 

information be included in the ERMP and re-submission of the amended 
document with the Annual Review, due the 31

st
 of March 2017. 

Springvale submitted the amended ERMP on the 31
st
 of March 2017. 

DRE approved the amended ERMP on the 25
th

 of May 2017. 
 

 

5. OBSERVED IMPACTS AND NOTIFICATIONS 

There were no observed subsidence impacts, incidents or service difficulties during the retreat of 

Longwall 418. Inspections were conducted by Craven Elliston & Hayes before and after mining. 

Details regarding the photo-monitoring undertaken are documented in Section 6.8. 

6. MONITORING PROGRAM 
 

This section presents the subsidence and environmental monitoring that was undertaken during the 

reporting period. Subsidence monitoring locations (or subsidence lines) are presented in Figure 2. 

The environmental monitoring locations are presented in Figure 3. Plans are presented in Appendix 1. 
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Figure 3  Environmental  Monitoring Locations






































































































