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1.0 - Introduction 

 
This Plan document represents a review of the document titled “Land Management Plan 

for Rural Holdings in the Mandalong Valley Owned by Powercoal Pty Ltd” originally 

prepared in January 1999 by Robert Doyle (B.Rur.SC Hons) a Director of Sanders & 

Associates Pty Limited. 

 

Centennial Mandalong Pty Limited (Centennial Mandalong) is the owner of the Mandalong 

Mine and is a company owned by Centennial Coal Company Limited (Centennial). 

Centennial, through its company Centennial Fassifern Pty Limited (Fassifern), owns and 

manages the land holdings subject to this Plan.  

 

This document, after consultation with Centennial, has been prepared by Mr Doyle and 

replaces the 2009 version of the original 1999 document and now forms the basis for all 

annual reviews for land management. 

 

1.1 Consent Conditions 

This document is the Land Management Plan (Plan) developed in satisfaction of 

Condition 42 of the Development Consent granted by the Minister for Urban Affairs 

and Planning dated 14 October 1998 (Ref. No. N92/00275) for the Mandalong Mine 

Project (formerly known as the Cooranbong Colliery Life Extension Project).  

Condition 42 is detailed below.  

 

“42 The Applicant shall prepare and implement a Land 

Management Plan in consultation with DLWC and NSW 

Agriculture for all its rural holdings to provide for the protection 

and continuation of agricultural activities. The Plan shall be 

prepared by a technically qualified person(s) within three months 

of the date of this consent and updated annually. The Applicant 

shall make copies of the Land Management Plan available to the 

Community Consultative Committee within fourteen days of 

completion.” 

 



 

Land Management Plan Page 5 

 

 

1.2 Scope 

The Consent condition requires this Land Management Plan to be developed for 

rural properties acquired by Centennial. A significant number of these properties are 

considered “rural holdings” as they have agricultural potential and are being used for 

this purpose.  In addition Centennial owns the land on which the Mandalong Mine 

site is situated.  This land is included in mining leases ML1443 and ML1543 and is 

administered by Centennial under the provisions of the Mining Act 1992.   

 

Centennial Mandalong is committed to working with the Development Consent 

Conditions and as such includes Centennial’s properties in the Property Subsidence 

Management Plan (PSMP) process for the management of mine subsidence.  

 

Centennial Fassifern administers the management of Centennial properties in the 

Mandalong Valley.  Provisions for protection and continuation of agricultural activities 

on the rural holdings of Centennial are included in the Plan. 

 

1.3 Approval Status 

No third party approval is required for the Plan. 

 

1.4 Consultation 

When originally drafted in 1999, the Company liaised with the relevant State 

Agencies (the then NSW Agriculture and DLWC) regarding the content of this Plan. 

A general overview of current agricultural, water and land management issues has 

been maintained through the Land Manager who is involved with various committees 

and interest groups that deal with the various Government Authorities on these 

matters. Also, representatives of Mandalong Mine have ongoing dealings with the 

Local Land Services and NSW Industry & Investment that include land management.  

 

1.5 Purpose 

This Plan provides for the protection and continuation of sustainable land use 

activities on Centennial properties in the Mandalong Valley.   

 

1.6 Background 

At the time of their purchase, a significant number of individual properties were used 

for a range of agricultural activities including beef cattle production, growing dairy 
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heifers and breeding and rearing horses, with the remainder used as rural lifestyle 

properties.   

 

Centennial does not itself operate the agricultural properties for agricultural 

production.  Centennial provides the land and some of the infrastructure for lessees 

and licensees (tenants) to continue agricultural production on those properties.  On 

the rural lifestyle properties, the licensees (tenants) maintain the previous land use 

under a similar premise of sustainable land management. 
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2.0  - Objectives and Goals 

 
2.1 Vision of Centennial 

 
(i) Centennial will oversee the operation of the rural land holdings whereby 

sustainable land management practices will achieve profitable agricultural 

production and at least maintain, and with good management improve, the 

natural resource base of the land. 

(ii) Centennial aims to have its properties considered as an excellent 

demonstration of the compatibility of sustainability, profitability and lifestyle. 

(iii) Tenants will adopt the spirit of intent and assist Centennial to achieve its 

goals. 

 

2.2 Land Management Aims 

Centennial will where required appoint a professional Land Manager to implement 

"best practice" land management systems that aim to: 

 

 ensure the safety of tenants and the community 

 achieve sustainable management of the land 

 maintain and improve agricultural productivity where appropriate  

 maintain and enhance internal fences and external fences in consultation with 

neighbours   

 maintain biodiversity of the properties' agro-ecological system 

 maintain buildings and infrastructure on properties  where relevant  

 

The land management system(s) adopted will include at least the following 

elements: 

 

 development and implementation of a Whole Farm Plan (WFP) 

 a commitment to meet all statutory requirements for feral animal and noxious 

weed control 

 development and implementation of a pollution control policy for fertiliser use, 

agricultural chemical use and chemical residues, and waste 

 development and implementation of a weeds policy which considers all weeds 

and their impact on agricultural production and native habitat 
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 development and implementation of a wetland and waterways policy specific 

to the land owned by Centennial, where appropriate  

 encourage our tenants to development and implementation of a bushfire 

management plan along with carrying out additional bush fire measures on 

land owned by Centennial, where appropriate 

 include appropriate land management conditions in tenancy agreements 

 maintain periodic reporting and payment of fees required by relevant 

authorities 

 

2.3 Roles and Responsibilities 

Centennial will appoint where required, a Land Manager with suitable 

qualifications and experience to administer the Plan in a manner consistent with 

Centennial’s Development Consent for Mandalong Mine and in compliance with 

legislation relating to rural activities, land use, safety and land tenure. 

 

The role of the Land Manager includes responsibility for implementing the above 

aims including developing and formalising appropriate rural agreements with 

prospective tenants.  

 

Achieving the aims will involve working with tenants in a pro-active manner to 

ensure that they abide by the conditions of the rural agreement and assisting the 

tenant to achieve sustainable management practices. This will be achieved 

through provision of farm management expertise and technical advice. The role 

also includes carrying out environmental works, provision and maintenance of 

fencing where appropriate, forestry and timber management, overseeing repairs 

and maintenance to the properties and general administration and record 

keeping. 

 

Details of the Land Manager appointed to the Plan together with the Management 

Structure are attached as Annexure A.   
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3.0 - The Properties 
  

 

The property list may change as properties are acquired or disposed of by Centennial. 

 

Properties currently managed by Centennial are identified in the table attached as 

Annexure B. 

 

A plan showing these properties is attached as Annexure C. 
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4.0 - Management Process 

 
4.1 Philosophy 

The properties will be leased or agisted so as to continue current or a similar land 

use where appropriate.  

 

Centennial has adopted a process that aims to achieve profitability through 

sustainability. The key to profitable agriculture is a healthy, biologically active soil. 

While there are many other factors which contribute including marketing, risk 

management, enterprise selection or level of debt, the fundamental vision of 

Centennial is to at least maintain, and with good management improve, the 

natural resource base of the land. 

 

4.2 Selection of Tenants 

Centennial aims to select tenants who are committed to the philosophy outlined 

above.   

 

4.3 The Lease  

Note that for the purposes of this section the term lease includes a land lease or 

licence. 

 

The aim of the lease is to allow both the tenant and Centennial to achieve their 

goals. Centennial encourages long term leases in order to enable this to occur.  

Where mining is expected in the shorter term, the lease may reflect this. For any 

lease Centennial expects at least maintenance of the current natural resource 

base.     

 

The rent charged is aimed at allowing the tenant to operate a sustainable and 

profitable enterprise (where appropriate) and to encourage maintenance of the 

environmental works conducted by Centennial. The tenants are encouraged to 

adopt new skills and knowledge that will improve the natural resource base of the 

properties. The status of the properties is under continual review in a formal and 

informal sense. Infrastructure is formally assessed annually or if concerns arise, 

assessment can occur on a more frequent basis. 
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The lease allows Centennial and the tenant to agree on a range of environmental 

outcomes to protect the natural resources of the property. These include erosion 

control and prevention, strict chemical use requirements, strategic preservation of 

remnant vegetation and limiting stock numbers. The lease gives Centennial the 

ability to decrease stock numbers and modify other agricultural activities if 

Centennial considers the natural resources of the property are threatened. 

Assessment of the natural resources is primarily based on ground cover, pasture 

composition and signs of erosion. 

 

Where problems arise the process is for the Land Manager and the lessee to 

discuss the issue.  The lease gives the power to enforce best practice if 

degradation occurs.  It is Centennial’s view that use of the lease to enforce good 

practice is a last resort. 

 

4.4   Leasing back to the Vendor 

Centennial has an approach that respects the previous owner when relocating to 

a new property.  As such the lease agreements that vendors are subject to don’t 

involve any change from normal routine or carrying capacity. It means that the 

vendor as a tenant is not subject to a WFP. The lease back arrangements are 

usually short term and have been developed to assist the vendor in making the 

transition to a new property. The lease back arrangements are terminated at the 

end of the transition period to facilitate further leasing and renewal of the 

property.  

 

4.5 The Grazing Licence 

The very short term nature of a grazing licence means Centennial maintains tight 

controls on the agricultural activities of the tenant. 

 

4.6 Property Management 

Where appropriate, in the case of a new tenant on a particular property, a new 

WFP will be determined in a co-operative manner between the tenant, Centennial 

and other relevant parties as required. For clarity a full WFP is only required on 

properties where grazing of stock or other agricultural pursuits can be undertaken.  

 

The WFP aims to meet the requirements of an accredited plan.  It includes: 

 

a) development of a sustainable agricultural production system; 
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b) an assessment of environmental problems; 

c) a property map detailing existing features; and 

d) a property map detailing the proposed property layout. 

 

The critical elements of the WFP will generally be: 

 Public, tenant and stock safety; 

 Building repair and maintenance; 

 Fencing; 

 Weed control; 

 Erosion control and mitigation; 

 Drainage and water course management; 

 Water storage; 

 Property access; 

 Functional farm layout; 

 Grazing management strategy; 

 Pasture management strategy; 

 Bushfire management strategy; 

 Rubbish removal; 

 Pest and vermin control; and 

 Other landuse options. 

 

Once an agreement in principle of the physical farm layout is reached between 

interested parties, they commit to specific responsibilities and a time frame for 

achieving actions. 

 

Centennial recognises the plan as an evolving document and actively encourages 

the improvement of skills and knowledge of tenants. For example, Centennial co-

operated with Mandalong Stock Feeds to run a field day on Lonesome Pine, 

involving NSW Agriculture and “Farming For The Future” (FFF). In May 2000, 

three lessees participated in a FFF workshop series.  

 

More recently Centennial has worked with the Hunter and Central Rivers 

Catchment Management Authority on a project on Moran’s Creek including 

running a field day on the property Mandalong Dairy in June 2009. Centennial is 

currently reassessing the development of property plans where horses are the 

primary focus.  In 2010 and 2011, a number of tenants participated in the Jane 

Myers Property Planning Workshops run through the Catchment Management 

Authority.     
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The WFP is continually refined during the lease period.  Where improvements to 

the WFP can be made, Centennial encourages this and, where appropriate, 

participates in the development of both the Plan and its implementation. 
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5.0 - Landuse Code of Practice 
 

 
A Landuse Code of Practice is distributed to tenants where appropriate. This document 

follows a similar format to the Tocal Code of Landuse Practice, prepared by NSW 

Agriculture. The aim of the Code is to provide tenants with a guideline of procedures for 

environmentally acceptable practices on Centennial properties. The Code of Landuse 

Practice is introduced to Centennial properties through cooperation of the tenants.  

 

 

The code will also be reviewed and made compatible with the CD “A Guide to Rural 

Residential Living in the Hunter, Central and Lower North Coast of NSW”  produced by 

the Hunter Central Coast Environmental Management Strategy (HCCREMS). 

 

The following issues are addressed in the Code: 

 
1. Farm Safety 

 

2. Biodiversity (directed at maintaining or increasing biodiversity) 

i) Management of existing bushland 

ii) Management of improved pasture 

iii) Management of native grassland areas 

iv) Native Wildlife will be protected 

v) Management of farm forestry 

 

3. Pollution Control 

i) Fertiliser use 

ii) Agricultural chemical use 

iii) Chemical residues 

iv) Waste 

v) Irrigation 

vi) Nutrient run-off 

 

4. Weed Management 

i) Weed control strategies 

ii) Noxious weeds 

iii) Other weeds 

iv) Selective chemicals 
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5. Wetlands And Waterways 

i) Wetlands 

ii) Major waterways 

iii) Using water ways as corridors 

iv) Flooding 

 

6. Soil Conservation 

i) Grazing management 

ii) Farm tracks 

iii) No-tillage and crop rotation 

iv) Drought 

 

7. Conservation of Aboriginal, Cultural and Natural Heritage 

 

8. Emergency Procedures 

i) Fire 

ii) Chemical or Oil Spill 
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6.0 - Property Management Plans 
 

6.1 Individual Properties 

Upon the acquisition of a property by Centennial the Land Manager will inspect 

the property and prepare a Property Condition Report.  The Land Manager will 

then, after consultation with Centennial, prepare a PMP where appropriate in 

accordance with the requirements of this Plan. 

 

The critical elements of the PMP will generally be: 

 Property Condition Report 

 Whole Farm Plan 

 Property Budget 

 Program of Works 

 Property diagram or photo 

 Summary of Outcomes of PMP Activities 

 

Outcomes of property management activities undertaken and ongoing 

requirements for individual property PMP’s are summarised in attached Annexure 

E. 

 

6.2 Grouped Properties 

 

Where a tenant leases more than one property from Centennial these properties 

may be managed under a single PMP. Where no residences are involved in the 

leasing of small agricultural blocks there is an increased trend to group properties 

in order to increase the scale of the agricultural production system and so achieve 

some production efficiencies. This is becoming a more important factor to 

address viable weed control and pasture improvement. 

 

6.3 PMP Review 

A PMP will be prepared for the life of the tenancy agreement or a minimum of 

three years depending on the circumstance of the property. 

 

A PMP will be reviewed annually to coincide with Centennial budget 

requirements. 
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7.0 - Conclusion 
 

By continuing to review and improve property management, Centennial aims to set an 

example for integrated economic, agricultural and environmental sustainability within 

the Mandalong Valley. 
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Annexure A 
 

Land Manager Details and  

Management Structure 

 

Land Manager 

 

Name:   Robert Doyle 

Qualifications:  Bachelor of Rural Science (Hons) 

Company:   Sanders & Associates Pty Limited (ABN 32 003 496 295) 

Position:   Director 

Address:   1160 Summer Hill Road 

    VACY  NSW  2421 

Phone Office:  49389531 

Phone Mobile:  0428168035 or 0429389326 

Email:    sanders.associates@bigpond.com 
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Land Management Plan Page 20 

 

 

Annexure B 
 

 

 

 

List of Mandalong Valley Properties 
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The following lists the properties that are managed by Centennial in the 

Mandalong Valley area.  Inspections are conducted both formally and informally 

by Sanders & Associates Pty Ltd personnel and include formal inspections, 

property maintenance visits and invitations from tenants to discuss their property 

management ideas or inspect their property activities.  They may include all or 

part of the property. 

 
Property Address –Rural 

numbering  

 

Ref 
No 

Approx
Size 
(ha) 

Current Land 
Use 

Purchase 
Date 

Land 
Inspection 

Date 

Lonesome Pine 544 Mandalong Rd    37 
and 
49 

32.38 Horse 
Breeding & 
Beef Cattle 

Mar 97 2017 

 

Mandalong Dairy 280 Mandalong Rd  

182 Mandalong Rd 

184 Mandalong Rd 

59 

60 

1 

18 

60 

40.67 

Beef Cattle Jan 97 

Nov 97 

Nov 97 

2016 

Mandalong Dairy 
(Residence) 

Part of 182 
Mandalong Rd 

Part 
of 60 

2 Residential Nov 97       2017 

350 Deaves Rd 350 Deaves Road       56 12.44 Horses & Beef 
Cattle 

Mar 97 2017 

Tallowood 229 Sauls Road          26 15.83 Beef Cattle Sep 99 2016 

343 Mandalong Rd 343 Mandalong Rd     61 11.73 Horses Jul 99 2016 

555 Mandalong Rd 555 Mandalong Rd    68 16.14  Horse 
Breeding 

Aug 01 2016 

27 Sauls Rd 27 Sauls Road 55 10.12 To be Sold Aug 01 2017 

American Oak 295 Deaves Road 9 16.06 Horses Jan 03 2016 

323 Deaves Rd 323 Deaves Road  7 & 8 22.72 Horse 
Breeding 

Feb 05 2015 

202 Mandalong Rd 202 Mandalong Rd 4 14.8 Beef Cattle  July 05 2016 

35 Sauls Rd 35 Sauls Road 54 16.9 Beef Cattle March 06 2017 

111/112 Browns Rd 111/112 Browns Rd 40 & 
48 

36.4 Beef Cattle April 06 2016 

112 Browns Rd 
(Residence) 

112 Browns Road  Part 
of 40 

2 Residential April 06 N/A 

Gumnut 232 Sauls Road  23 15.67 Residential & 
Horses 

Nov 06 2017 

Lot 44 Mandalong 
Rd 

803 Mandalong Rd 217 32.7 Beef Cattle Jan 07 2017 

226 Browns Rd 226 Browns Road 21 16.2 Horses Mar 09 2016 

12 Sauls Rd 12 Sauls Road  53 1 Residential May 07 2017 



 

Land Management Plan Page 22 

 

 

Property Address –Rural 
numbering  

 

Ref 
No 

Approx
Size 
(ha) 

Current Land 
Use 

Purchase 
Date 

Land 
Inspection 

Date 

(Residence) 

12 Sauls Rd  12 Sauls Road  52 
&53 

28 Cattle Grazing May 07 2016 

658 Mandalong Rd 658 Mandalong Rd 81 16.1 Occasional 

Grazing 

Dec 06 2016 

91 Sauls Rd 91 Sauls Road 42 20.2 Beef Cattle 

and Horse 

Breeding 

Jun 08 2016 

619 Mandalong Rd 619 Mandalong Rd 70 20.2 Horse 

Breeding 

Jun 07 2016 

687 Mandalong Rd 687 Mandalong Rd 84 10.3 Horse 

Breeding & 

Residential 

Jul 07 2016 

158 Crooks Rd 158 Crooks Road 3 25.9 Beef Cattle Jun 09 2016 

695 Mandalong Rd 695 Mandalong Rd 85 10.3 Residential June 08 2016 

378 Mandalong Rd 378 Mandalong Rd 58 9.7 Residential, 

Cattle & 

Horses 

Sept 08 2016 

Lot 44 Mandalong 
Rd 

803 Mandalong Rd 217 32.7 Beef Cattle Jan 07 2017 

Chapman Estate 32-64 Chapman 

Road 

222 248.6 Operations  Sep 08 

Aug 10 

2016 

37 Tobins Rd 37 Tobins Road 75 14.2 Residential Dec 08 2016 

28 Timber Rd 28 Timber Road 50 17 Beef Cattle & 

Horse 

Breeding 

Jun 08 2016 

Hamlets Creek 38 Browns Road 43 17 Horse 

Breeding & 

Agistment 

Nov 09 2016 

230 Browns Road 230 Browns Road 33 4.2 Residential Jan 2015 2017 
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Annexure C 
 

Plan of Mandalong Valley Properties 
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1  INTRODUCTION 

 
Centennial Coal Company Limited (Centennial) is the owner of several properties within New 
South Wales in the Lake Macquarie, Central Coast, Lithgow and Rylstone regions. 
 
Centennial has the responsibility of managing the agricultural aspects of its properties.   
 
Centennial is committed to achieving sustainable natural resource use of its agricultural land.  
This Land Use Code of Practice (Code) has been developed by Centennial to assist its 
tenants (lessees and licensees) and land management team to achieve in partnership, best 
practice on the land we together manage and operate. 
 
It is Centennial’s aim, through this Code, that our property management will lead the way in 
sustainable natural resource management.   
 
This Code reflects both the code developed by CB Alexander Agricultural College, (Tocal 
Code Of Land Use Practice, NSW Agriculture, 1997) and the sustainable practices 
developed in the management of properties by Sanders & Associates (Centennial Land 
Manager) throughout the Hunter Valley. 
 
This code has been prepared with the assistance of Mr Bob Doyle of Sanders and 
Associates and is designed to be flexible and dynamic, such that it can be adapted to 
changing ideas and technologies.  
 
The land management team of Centennial, through its Land Manager, aims to foster good 
working relationships with Centennial’s tenants.  This will allow a continuation in the 
improvement of the properties that has occurred to date.  Further improvements can only 
occur through a cooperative effort and an understanding of the needs of all stakeholders 
involved. 
 
Stakeholders needs and specific property management goals are identified in individual 
Property Management Plans (PMP’s) and Whole Farm Plans (WFP’s). These plans are 
developed in consultation with the tenants and are specific to the individual property.  The 
Code is designed to address the general broad based principles of land management and 
the expectations of the PMP.  The code is designed as a reference base for general issues 
whilst the Tenant and Centennial fulfil the PMP.  
 
The general land management issues covered by the Code include: 

 Farm Safety 

 Bio-diversity 

 Pollution Control 

 Weed Management 

 Wetlands and Waterways 

 Soil conservation 

 Heritage 

 Emergency Procedures 
 
Centennial recognises that the actions of individual landholders contribute to total catchment 
quality. 
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Centennial encourages its tenants to recognise their potential impacts and adopt a holistic 
approach in all areas of farming and property management. 
 
The issues in this Code are a basis for developing sustainable agricultural management and 
contributing to overall ecosystem and catchment health.   
 
PMP’s are continually being refined to achieve the goals of the tenant and Centennial.  
 
There is a cumulative impact of our actions on the environs of our properties, ultimately 
measured in the quality of water in streams and underground water. 
 
Our land management practices may influence the opportunities, the production and the 
lifestyles of people down stream of our properties.  These influences can be positive or 
negative.  It is our aim that those influences only be positive.  Centennial, as a property 
owner, recognises this impact and the potential of our tenants to not just maintain the status 
quo but to improve water catchment health. 
 
Centennial will continue to assist its tenants to improve the health of its properties by 
encouraging best practice management through technical support and infrastructure 
improvements. 
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2 FARM SAFETY 

 
Health and Safety on the properties is the responsibility of everybody.  If the property is used 
for commercial purposes there is a legal requirement for the tenant to undertake a health and 
safety program. The Work Health and Safety Act 2011 and Code of Practice “How to manage 
work health and safety risks” December 2011 requires the risk management process to be 
undertaken when changes occur in the business or workplace. 
 
Under the Code of Practice, Risk Management includes: 

1. Identify hazards - find out what could cause harm. 

2. Assess risk if necessary – understand the nature of the harm that could be caused by 
the hazard, how serious the harm could be and the likelihood of it happening. 

3. Control Rissks – implement the most effective control measure that is reasonably 
practicable in the circumstances. 

4. Review control measures to ensure they are working as planned. 

  

If you are an employer, consult with your employees about all OH&S matters.  
 
When the property isn’t used for commercial purposes there still is a responsibility for 
everybody to be aware of safety hazards and to provide a safe environment for family, 
visitors and contractors who may come onto the property. 
 
Centennial assesses the hazards of the property and undertakes works to address the 
hazards prior to letting a property.  This includes assessment of hazards in the residences.  It 
remains the responsibility of the tenant to take responsibility for their activities and where 
appropriate inform the property manager of risks and hazards on the property.  
 
All tenants are encouraged to participate in safety training.  
 
For further information contact WorkCover NSW Information Centre on 131050, 
www.workcover.nsw.gov.au or the Rural Safety Hotline 1800300377  
 
For those wanting to participate in Farmsafe training the contact is The Australian Agricultural 
Health Unit, Moree,  Phone 67528210. 
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3 BIODIVERSITY 

3.1 General 
 
Biodiversity is the diversity of plant and animal species and of their genetic material and the 
age structure of their population within a given community.  Biodiversity includes our native 
species as well as introduced species. 
 
Biodiversity is an indicator of the health of an ecosystem.  As this system becomes simpler, it 
loses the ability to resist invasion by diseases and pests and the remaining plant and animal 
species are more likely to disappear.  Historically in Australia, the introduction of agriculture 
has caused a reduction in biodiversity with a consequent decrease in the health of 
ecosystems.  This is evident in the poor water quality in waterways and the dominance of 
some pastures by species like carpet grass (Axonopus affinis).  
 
As technology in Agriculture has been developing it has had an impact of reducing bio-
diversity. The Technology is successful in maintaining production but is unsustainable 
without significant inputs. Therefore these agricultural systems are becoming more 
dependant on unsustainable inputs such as fuel, fertilisers, chemicals as well as machinery.   
 
Horse enterprises tend to be the least sustainable with a significant amount of degradation of 
biodiversity often occurring on ‘horse properties.’ Often the only increase in biodiversity is 
weeds.  
 
In addition to conserving wildlife for its own sake, a healthy ecosystem is more productive in 
the long-term.  When a property manager maintains a wide range of plants on a property, 
shelter and food is provided for native animals and birds.  These in turn help to control pests. 
Native birds and other insect eating animals value these areas, using the insects as their 
food source as well as utilising the native vegetation as habitat.  This in turn cuts costs, 
helping to reduce the need for other forms of pest control and pest management.  As an 
example, Sugar Gliders have been found to feed on understorey plants for half the year then 
eat the Christmas beetles through the summer.  The larvae of the Christmas Beetles eat the 
roots of pasture plants and crops. The adult Christmas Beetles also defoliate Eucalyptus 
Trees.   
 
The design of native vegetation corridors also will encourage fauna access to all parts of a 
property.  A property is part of a local ecosystem and property management involves 
managing parts of that ecosystem. 
 
The property can be made up of: 
 
 Pasture, native, improved and a mixture of native and improved  

 Crops 

 Domestic livestock 

 Remnant Vegetation 

 Riparian Zones 

 Wetlands 

 Planted timber belts 

 Houses, gardens and property building 

 People  
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 Farm forestry 

 Native fauna 

 Feral animals 
 

It is difficult to develop an agricultural land management policy that won’t affect biodiversity.  
All decisions, from what types of trees to plant to what types of fertiliser to use, have some 
impact.  Any policy should aim to contribute to the overall goal of preserving or increasing 
biodiversity.  Encouraging biodiversity is in all our best interests and it is a goal for all our 
properties. 
 
Native vegetation enhances the productivity of the land by: 
 
 Providing shelter for stock 

 Helping to maintain water quality within a catchment 

 Providing a habitat for wildlife that assists in pest control 

 Maintaining soil structure and fertility 

 Providing resources for alternative, sustainable enterprises 
 

3.2 Existing Bushland Management 
 
Centennial properties may include several areas of bush land and remnant vegetation, 
including rainforest species. Properties will be managed through various policies to maintain, 
improve or increase biodiversity.  Management of existing bush and strategic tree planting 
will be a priority and a PMP will include a tree plan.   
 
An inventory of each property’s timber resources will be prepared.  This will help decide 
which trees are to be preserved for habitat and which can used for poles, fencing materials or 
other purposes.  Any selective thinning of young hardwood stands could provide stays and 
rails for fencing.  
 
Specific policies aimed at maximising biodiversity in the existing bushland will include 
provision for existing timber resources to be classified and managed for timber production 
and habitat purposes and for the continuation of tree planting. 
 
Hollow or rotting timber provides important habitat for animals, birds, insects and fungi.  
Further, as timber slowly breaks down, important nutrients return to the soil.  Existing rocks 
provide shelter to many insects and other animals.  However, clearing of rocks on existing 
pasture paddocks that have been slashed or mulched as a routine practice, can continue 
where necessary.  It is important that any firewood taken from a property is from specified 
sites only and consistent with the PMP. 
 

3.3 Biodiversity  Policies 

3.3.1 Tree Management Policy 

 
This policy aims to maintain and improve biodiversity by managing tree protection, removal 
and planting. 
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Tree Protection 
 

 Ensure sufficient trees are maintained to provide shelter for stock 

 Undertake regular checks of trees and remedy any affects of disease or pests 

 Minimise the use and removal of trees on the property 

 Minimise and control stock movements in areas of sensitive vegetation 

 If necessary, fence off areas of sensitive vegetation 

 
Tree Planting 
 

The following will maximise the results of tree planting: 
 

 Tree planting will be planned in advance as part of each Property Management Plan and 
will include exact objectives of each planting 

 Establishment and maintenance strategies used in regeneration programs will 
specifically suit the region and will encourage successful and sustainable regeneration 

 Local tree and shrub seed will be collected and propagated to use in property plantings 

 A range of local and regional native species will be planted 

 More midstorey and understorey species will be planted 

 Planting will be random rather in rows 

 
Tree Removal 
 

 There will be minimal or no falling of old growth trees 

 Where it is safe to do so, dead standing trees that have hollows will be retained to 
encourage bird and animal habitats and breeding. 

 Trees will only be removed in accordance with legislative requirements and with the 
consent of Centennial 

 Removal of firewood will be monitored 

 
Fallen Timber  
 

 Leave for animal habitat and erosion control 

 Only remove if absolutory necessary or if is in an unsafe condition or location 

3.3.2 Bush  Fire  Management  Policy 

 
The use of fire as a management tool on Centennial properties will only be undertaken 
if absolutely necessary and will involve strategic burning only of bushland areas where 
possible. 
 
Generally, the size of the Centennial properties is a significant constraint to the use of fire. 
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 The use of hazard reduction fires or other fires must be in accordance with the 
requirements of the local bush fire management committee. 

 
 Burning activities must be coordinated with the local Rural Fire Service and neighbours 

even if outside the fire permit period.  
 
 Fuel loadings on properties must be managed to reduce any hazards without adversely 

affecting biodiversity. 
 
 Fire hazard reduction will be a combination of grazing management, to reduce fuel 

loading and strategic use of controlled fire. 
 
 Rainforest species and any identified threatened flora need adequate fire protection. 
 
 Slashing/mulching will be the first option as an effective fuel reduction tool in preference 

to burning.   
 

3.3.3 Fence Management Policy 

 
Clearing fence lines in bushland areas will be carried out.  This will assist bushfire 
management and fence maintenance. 
 
Care to avoid erosion risk will be taken.  No topsoil is to be removed with clearing of 
vegetation. 
 
In areas of significant bush, the cleared fence line will be kept to a minimum. 
 
To minimise the use of new timber fence posts from on property or off property, there will be 
some use of concrete posts and galvanised steel posts. 
 
The use of electric fencing to minimise materials required will be strongly recommended.   
 

3.3.4 Improved Pasture Management  Policy 

 
The best land will be improved and maintained at a high level of production. 
  
The highest returns on investment on a grazing property come from the best land. 
 
Poor land can be left to produce within its capability with less intervention. 
 
Some paddocks and parts of paddocks will be designated as pasture improved.  They will be 
cleared of rocks and dead timber to allow intensive use. 
 
Within good paddocks, areas of lower capability may be retained as habitat areas. 
 

3.3.5 Native Grassland Areas Management  Policy 

 
Existing areas of high value native pasture will not be cultivated. 
 
There may be very limited areas of good native grasses pasture on Centennial properties. 
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Poor grazing management practices in the past have discouraged persistence of native 
grasses and encouraged species like carpet grass 
 
Our native grasses provide an excellent feed source for the livestock as well as supporting a 
range of native fauna. 
 
Native grassland species will be encouraged through strategic grazing and burning. 
 
Planned grazing will be the main management tool due to the difficulty of using fire. 
 
Our aim is to give the native grasses an effective rest period to encourage their health and 
increase their composition in the pasture. 
 
Aeration through deep ripping can be used to break down compaction layers and to correct 
poor native grass management and over gazing in the past.  
 
Dead trees, fallen timber and rocks will be left in place as part of the management of native 
grassland areas.   

3.3.6 Protection of Native Wildlife Policy 

 
Maintaining a range of species of native animals in the local ecosystem is crucial to 
Centennial achieving the goal of sustainable natural resource use.  Increased diversity in the 
ecosystem reduces the risk from pests and diseases.  
 
The populations of birds and small animals that directly control insect numbers are closely 
related to any property situation. 
 
The role of kangaroos and wallabies is more debatable.  Centennial will maintain an open 
mind on the management of kangaroo and wallaby populations.  Centennial will cooperate 
with its tenants to manage kangaroo and wallaby populations, preferably through electric 
fence management.   
 
Ecological studies and our own observations help to define the important relationships within 
our environment.  However, it is hard to manage those things we do not understand.  
Centennial encourages its tenants and land management team to further their knowledge 
and welcomes all requests for information. 
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4 POLLUTION CONTROL 

 
Pollution control on a property increases profit while helping the environment.  
 
The pollution control issues that apply to property management include: 

 Fertiliser use 

 Chemical use 

 Chemical residues 

 Waste management  

 Irrigation 

4.1 Fertiliser Use 

 
Generally Centennial properties show significant economic response to the use of fertiliser 
and its use is encouraged to improve productivity.   
 
Pasture production requires certain levels of phosphorus in the soil.  Accurate placement 
maximises production from each tonne of fertiliser used and reduces negative impacts on the 
environment.  
 
It is preferable to encourage legumes in the pasture and minimise the need for nitrogenous 
fertilisers. 
 
Fertiliser applications will not occur within 10 metres of permanent creeks and semi-
permanent creeks. 
 
While it is good practice to apply nitrogen based fertilisers just prior to rain or during rainfall, 
careful monitoring of the weather forecasts needs to occur if there is potential for rainfall 
runoff immediately following application when fertilising drainage lines. 
 
Natural fertilisers offer some advantages over artificial fertilisers and will be encouraged in 
preference to the use of artificial fertilisers. 

4.1.1 Fertiliser Use Policy 

 
 The use of fertilisers will be encouraged to improve productivity in areas where there will 

be no negative impact on the environment 

 Fertilisers will only be used in accordance with the approved and planned use in the 
individual Property Management Plan 

 The use of fertilisers will be closely monitored by Centennial’s land management team 

 Frequent and low application rates will be encouraged in preference to less frequent and 
heavy applications 

 Fertiliser applications near watercourses will be regulated 

 Fertilising in the vicinity of drainage lines will be undertaken with care 

 Fertiliser applications will be planned to coincide with favourable seasonal weather 
patterns 
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 Guidelines for the use of natural fertilisers will be developed for inclusion in the individual 
Property Management Plan. 

 

4.2 Chemicals  Use 
 
The use of chemicals on Centennial properties must be strictly in accordance with the 
manufacturer specifications and in accordance with safety and environmental principles and 
statutory requirements.  Generally chemicals will be used for the following purposes: 
 
 Agricultural 

 Livestock 

 Termites and Other Pests 
 
Chemicals that are out of date, do not contain a label or an unknown label are not to be used.  
If the tenant is unaware of the manufacturers requirements or is unfamiliar with their use they 
are not to be used for any purpose by the tenant until the correct and appropriate details for 
safe use are obtained. 
 
The tenant must consult with the Centennial land management team prior to the use of any 
chemical.  Only chemicals approved for use and identified in the PMP for that property may 
be used without obtaining further consent from Centennial. It is important to determine 
whether the treatment is appropriate for either the symptom or the cause.  If in doubt the 
tenant should seek advice from the Centennial land management team. 
 
The use of drenches, lice and tick control products etc, needs to be considered by tenants in 
reference to the impact on the biodiversity of their property system.  Some drenches and fly 
treatments have negative impact on dung beetle populations.  The need to use these 
products should stimulate a questioning of the livestock husbandry practice and the 
production management system. 
 
Centennial encourages the development of a holistic management system to minimise the 
impact of animal disease and parasites.  The use of antibiotics and other medications always 
should be within recommendations of the prescribing veterinarian. 
 
Control of termites on our properties is an ongoing problem. We are continuing to refine our 
methods of controlling termites. 

4.2.1 Chemical Residues 

 
While Centennial can make no guarantees about previous chemical use, all test results will 
be attached to the PMP for each property to allow permanent recording and a method to 
encourage long term review of historical events. 
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4.2.2 Chemical Use Policy 

 
Chemical Use 
 
 The use of chemicals must be strictly in accordance with the manufacturers specification 

and in accordance with safety and environmental principles. 

 Chemicals that are out of date, do not contain a label or an unknown label are not to be 
used for any purpose until the correct and appropriate details for safe use are obtained. 

 Only chemicals approved for use and identified in the Property Management Plan for that 
property may be used unless otherwise approved by Centennial’s land management 
team. 

 The impact of a particular chemical on the biodiversity of the property system, livestock 
husbandry and the production management system will be assessed prior to its use. 

 The use of antibiotics and other medications will always be within the recommendations 
of the prescribing veterinarian. 

 Chemicals will only be used in accordance with their approved and planned use. 

 The use of chemicals will be closely monitored by Centennial’s land management team. 

 
Chemical Residues 
 
High-risk areas of previous residual chemical use will be identified in each individual Property 
Management Plan. 
 
These include: 

 existing buildings 

 sites of old buildings 

 stock yards and infrastructure 

 old crop areas where Dieldrin may have been used to control black beetle 

 chemical storage sheds 

 electricity power poles 

4.3 Waste Management 
 
Centennial has made and will continue to make a concerted effort to remove all rubbish from 
our properties. 
 
Over a period of time, waste will be created on our properties as infrastructure wears out. 
Centennial will supply skip bins whenever the need arises to remove waste that comes under 
Centennial responsibilities. 
 
Centennial expects its tenants to manage all waste created from their activities and dispose 
of it in the appropriate manner and not dump rubbish, refuse or other discarded materials on 
the properties. 
 
Effluent disposal will be monitored and will satisfy all EPA and Council guidelines. 
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Dead animals may be disposed of by burying or burning.  Alternative, approved methods may 
be employed where possible, as there are difficulties with all these methods. 
 

4.3.1 Waste Management Policy 

 
Centennial will: 

 make every effort to ensure that rubbish is removed from our properties in a timely and 
proper manner. 

 provide appropriate conditions in our leases to control the activities of our tenants in 
areas of waste management and disposal. 

 ensure that our tenants abide by the waste management obligations in their lease. 

 monitor effluent disposal and ensure that sewage disposal and treatment systems are 
maintained in accordance with EPA and Council requirements. 

 where possible provide skip bins to assist and encourage our tenants to remove waste. 

4.4 Irrigation 
 
Where irrigation is to be used our tenants are encouraged to complete an irrigation and 
drainage plan and to undertake the NSW Agriculture Water Wise Course.  Best practice 
irrigation management is required to minimise the risk of nutrient runoff or deep percolation. 
 
 Nutrient Runoff 

 
It is our aim to establish and maintain 100% groundcover.  The most significant source of 
nutrient contamination of our waterways is from bare soil.  Centennial properties in 
general have very good groundcover but we continue to focus on the following key areas: 

 
 Waterways 

Where we continue to have stock access to waterways we 
have exposed soil that, in rain periods, does erode.  Over a 
period of time, with planned grazing and fencing of riparian 
zones this soil loss will be minimised and so nutrient 
pollution of our waterways will be minimised. 

 
 Bare Soil 

Under normal circumstances there should be no bare soil in 
paddocks except at gateways.  If bare soil exists, the 
property production practices are not sustainable.  Horse 
enterprises particularly need to take care.  

 

4.4.1 Irrigation  Policy 

 
Centennial will: 
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 where appropriate, include an irrigation management plan as part of the Property 
Management Plan for a property or group of properties. 

 undertake best practice irrigation management to minimise the risk of nutrient runoff or 
deep percolation. 

 use our best endeavours to establish and maintain 100% groundcover. 

 encourage our tenants to complete an irrigation and drainage plan and to undertake the 
NSW Agriculture Water Wise Course. 
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5 WEED MANAGEMENT 

 
A weed is defined as a plant growing in the wrong place. Developing this code for weed 
management is difficult because, excepting noxious weeds, the definition of weed is such a 
subjective assessment.  It depends on the enterprises that are operated and whether it is in 
the bush, native pastures or improved pastures. 
 
Kikuyu (Pennisetum clandestinum) for example, can be considered an excellent pasture 
species on a ridge used to graze beef cattle but a weed in pastures where perennial ryegrass 
is required and a weed in native bush.  Plants such as Paterson’s Curse (Echium 
plantagineum) by its name suggests it is a significant weed but the same plant in South 
Australia is known as Salvation Jane, by its name indicating a value as stock feed. 
 
Weeds are successful at exploiting their environment and a weed grows in the “right” place, a 
place that suits its needs.  This fundamental concept can be used by us as land managers 
because it indicates our management practices have created a situation to encourage a 
weed species. We therefore can adjust our management to discourage the weeds and 
encourage the more desirable species.   
 
Our management needs to focus on the cause.  We need to ask why we have created an 
ideal environment for the weed, not just focus on killing the weed.  Often the weed is a 
symptom of poor agricultural practice.   
 
Weeds like Fire Weed (Senecio madagascariensis) are a symptom of poor grazing 
management or poor pasture establishment techniques.  Thistles are another symptom of 
poor grazing management.  Small-leaf Privet (Ligustrum sinense) is an example of a 
symptom of stressed waterways through over clearing, grazing of native understorey species 
and damage to fragile creek banks by cattle and horses. 
 

5.1 Noxious Weeds 
 
Noxious weeds are those weeds that have been identified by the local Council as having 
significance to the catchment. That is, the impact of the weed has potential to financially and 
ecologically affect more than just one individual property and generally is very invasive. 
 
Included with the attachments to this code is a list of all noxious weeds in the relevant council 
areas in which Centennial properties are located, and the requirements to control these 
weeds.   
 
The brochure, Weeds In The Hunter Valley And Central Coast provides a description, 
problems and control measures of some of these weeds. 
 
Weeds like Giant Parramatta Grass are not found on any Centennial properties to our 
knowledge but we must be diligent in learning about these potential weeds and observing our 
pastures for new species that appear. 
 
Grazing management on our properties is not to a level that eliminates the risk of these 
weeds establishing.  Properties running horses need to be particularly aware of importing 
weeds and/or creating the ideal environment for these weeds to thrive. 
 
The noxious weed that has been most common on Centennial properties is Blackberry.   
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5.2 Other Weeds 
 
The weeds that create the most significant impact to the viability, productivity and 
sustainablility of our properties are not necessarily declared noxious.  It is weeds like Carpet 
Grass that, with continued poor grazing techniques, both threaten biodiversity and create 
poor water use through the winter.  The latter, combined with poor drainage, creates 
anaerobic activity in our soils, further contributing to water quality and productivity decline. 
 
The growth of these weeds is not all bad as they protect the soil by providing ground cover.  
Carpet grass is excellent in this regard.  It is, however, a poor substitute for 100% 
groundcover of a species diverse pasture, which is also highly productive.  The financial cost 
of maintaining this pasture is often no more then maintaining the carpet grass pasture.  It 
does though require new observation skills and different grazing systems. 
 

5.3 Weed Control Strategies 
 
Weed control strategies need to be included as a component of the grazing management 
policy and form part of the PMP for each individual property. 
 
Any weed control strategy needs to be a low risk to catchment health. The strategy needs to 
aim at treating the cause of the weed problem.  Too many of our current and historical 
agricultural practices treat the symptom and so have been repeated year after year. 
 
Weeds to Consider: 

 Blackberry  

 Lantana 

 Melaleuca re-growth 

 Carpet Grass  

 Privet 

 Eucalyptus Re-growth - in our pastures 

 Fireweed 

 Thistles 

 Dock 

 Wild Tobacco 
 

5.4 Selective  Chemicals 
 
Selective chemicals will be used where possible to protect undergrowth and non-target 
plants.  This is very important for creek banks and other areas susceptible to erosion. 
 

5.5 Weed  References 

 
There are a number of useful references that may assist tenants and the Centennial land 
management team.  These references are identified in Annexure A. 
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5.6 Weed  Management  Policy 
 
Centennial will: 

 through weed control discourage weeds and encourage more desirable plant and grass 
species. 

 focus on the cause of the weed problem and remedy the cause. 

 where appropriate, include a weed control plan as part of the Property Management Plan 
for a property or group of properties. 

 undertake best practice weed control management to minimise the risk to livestock and 
catchment health. 

 use our best endeavours to identify and control noxious and other weeds. 

 manage grazing systems and practices to minimise the impact and introduction of weeds 
and assist in their control. 
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6 WETLANDS AND WATERWAYS   

 
Our properties have a number of wetlands and we have numerous creeks and watercourses 
running through the properties.   
 

6.1 Wetlands 
 
All existing wetlands areas on Centennial properties will be considered for protection. 
 
This involves identifying areas that have the potential to provide improved habitat as a 
wetland and the associated impact of increasing biodiversity and improving property 
sustainability.   We will consider fencing off these areas and re-vegetating if necessary.   
 
Dam building and dam maintenance are other opportunities to develop constructed wetlands.  
For example, a dam might include a large shallow area with a small island at the inlet end.  A 
buffer zone would be fenced off and planted with native trees and shrubs.  The edge areas of 
the dam can be planted with suitable species.  A component of the PMP is the need to 
restrict stock access to dams to minimise contamination of the water and prevent damage to 
foreshores and the wall.   
 

6.2 Major waterways 
 
In order to maintain the health of the land, it is important to look at the creeks and 
rivers as they tell us a lot about what is happening to our properties.  
 
Good water quality is essential in the rivers and creeks of the catchment and should be 
maintained for the health of our land, crops and animals as well as its productivity.  The 
quality of the water in our streams is the ultimate test of the sustainability of our catchment. 
 
Consideration will be given to fencing off of major waterways.  Keeping cattle out of 
waterways is an important issue in water quality protection.  Fencing off will protect banks 
from erosion and reduce the amount of phosphorus added to the water.  Buffer zones along 
creeks will be important wildlife corridors, and help to “filter” water entering the watercourse.  
Fencing these areas will contribute to increased agricultural productivity. 
 
Fencing can be followed by replanting the banks with native species normally found on each 
site. After regeneration is established, the fenced off areas can be grazed occasionally to 
manage the grasses and reduce fire hazard.  It is important we protect rainforest species 
from fire. 
 
Fencing design will allow for increased stock pressure when there is more feed available in 
the buffer zone than in the paddock.  Floods also can be a problem, so fence designs will 
need to minimise risk of damage.   
 
The location of fences on waterways and wetlands is to achieve multi-benefits.  The 
environmental benefits discussed above are in addition to those of increasing grazing 
management control and the associated increases in agricultural productivity and profitability.  
In most instances there will be a reduction in annual weeds. 
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Stock water reticulation systems need to be coordinated with the fencing program.  Water 
troughs are to be located as far away as practical from waterways, and the immediate areas 
to water troughs are to be well-maintained.  Gravel hardstand will be used where appropriate.   
 
Weeds such as Lantana, Green Cestrum, Castor Oil Plant and Noogoora Burr can be a 
problem in riparian zones.  These areas will be managed to minimise weed infestation in the 
fenced off areas and surrounding pastures as a component of weeds management. 
 

6.3 Using Water Ways as Corridors 
 
Where it is suitable for Centennial, waterways will be used as a corridor to provide native 
fauna links to all parts of the property and beyond.  It is vitally important to the biodiversity of 
our pastures that we have native fauna providing insect pest control to our pastures. 
 
The width of the corridor is to be determined based on the needs of the individual property as 
well as the potential to influence catchment corridors.  Centennial will work with local councils 
on catchment corridors. 
 

6.4 Flooding 
 
Where available, Centennial will use existing flood studies to improve our land management. 
 
These studies will allow better flood management strategies to be developed to minimise 
production impacts from flooding and minimise risk to the natural resource base of our 
properties. 
 

6.5 Wetland and Waterway Management Policy 
 
Centennial will: 

 consider all existing wetlands and waterways for protection with respect to its rural 
activities. 

 consider fencing off sensitive areas that have potential to provide improved habitat as a 
wetland, will increase biodiversity or will improve property sustainability. 

 encourage the planting of native trees in sensitive habitat areas. 

 where appropriate consider the building of dams and undertake dam maintenance to 
develop constructed wetlands 

 encourage activities on the our properties that will maintain good water quality or improve 
water quality in the rivers and creeks of the property catchment. 

 minimise the impact of cattle grazing in the vicinity of rivers and creeks of the property 
catchment. 

 provide appropriate fencing to protect wetlands and waterways. 

 Where possible use existing flood studies to improve our land management. 
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 Endeavour to protect existing wetlands and waterways by best practice farming, grazing, 
irrigation, weed and erosion control. 
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7 SOIL CONSERVATION 

 
It is our goal for all our properties to establish and maintain 100% groundcover.  To achieve 
this, we will adopt the following practices. 
 

7.1 Grazing Management 
 
A planned grazing system needs to be adopted which allows an adequate rest for each plant 
on the property.  Patch grazing will be avoided by managing livestock requirements to the 
ability of the pasture to recover and be productive. 
 

7.2 Farm tracks 
 
Farm tracks will be maintained, and new tracks located, to minimise erosion.  They will be 
constructed with adequate drainage to minimise runoff along tracks.  Drainage will be to 
paddocks and not directly into waterways where practical.  As little land as possible will be 
cleared during track building and maintenance. 
 

7.3 No tillage and crop rotation 
 
Where cropping or replanting of pastures is to be undertaken minimum tillage or zero till 
practices are encouraged in preference to cultivation. 
 
In some areas, cultivation always has an element of risk associated with rainfall and the 
potential for soil erosion. Where cultivation is required it needs to be undertaken after the 
high-risk storm period of the summer has passed. 
 

7.4 Drought 
 
Drought is inevitable and so all properties need a strategy to manage drought.  It is not 
acceptable that we will compromise on management of our soils and groundcover in periods 
of drought.  The key will be to restrict grazed areas to allow adequate recovery. 
 
There is no benefit if we do a good job for nine years in ten and then in one year we lose all 
that improvement in ecological health of our properties by poor management in drought.  
There also is an enormous cost to our medium term future.   
 
The signs of an approaching drought are always present.  We need to learn how to read 
those signs more effectively. 
 
On Centennial properties the drought strategy will need to consider the property operations. 
 
It is our policy to destock as a high priority to protect groundcover. Destocking on horse 
properties may involve stabling of horses as well as the sale of animals. 
 
Our leases will give Centennial the right to force animal destocking if required.  Good 
planning can avoid that conflict.  A planned approach to drought will not only improve the 
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animals’ well being but will guarantee that when the good seasons return the land will 
maintain its productivity. 
 
We can generally manage our enterprises with a high degree of sustainablility in all times 
except drought.  Drought is inevitable. 
 
The list of strategies included in the following policy is a guideline only and indicates some of 
the options available to lessees.  (This list was developed by Peter Walker from DLWC and 
was included in the publication “Drought On The Pretty Little Rivers: Experiences from 1991 
in the Paterson-Allyn Valleys”) 
 

7.5 Soil Conservation Policy 
 
It is our goal for all our properties to establish and maintain 100% groundcover.  To achieve 
this, we will: 

 plan grazing systems to allow an adequate rest for each plant on the property. 

 avoid patch grazing by managing livestock numbers to the ability of the pasture to 
recover and be productive. 

 maintain existing farm tracks and locate new tracks to minimise erosion. 

 where practicable, design farm tracks to include adequate drainage to paddocks and not 
directly into waterways. 

 minimise land clearing during track building clearing and maintenance. 

 where cropping and replanting of pastures, encourage minimum or zero tillage in 
preference to cultivation. 

 where cultivation is required, do so after the high risk storm period of the summer has 
passed. 

 in times of drought: 

- destock as a high priority to protect groundcover. 

- manage properties in accordance with the drought strategy included in this Code. 

7.6 Drought Strategy 

 

Before Drought 

 Monitor feed supplies and ground cover  

 Maintain reserve stores of fodder (esp. dairy farms) and adequate water supplies  

 Monitor Stock Market prices and if possible, maintain a reserve of cash  

 Monitor fodder prices and costs and availability of agistment  

 Identify potential for irrigation to produce feed or fodder, and assess crop rotation  

 Identify animals to be kept in a drought event; categorise stock for staged destocking 
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 Be prepared to destock in a timely manner.   

 Control rabbits (where they occur) 

 Be aware of stock feeding techniques and disease prevention  

 Use cover crops in horticulture  

 Seek advice on technical and financial matters and sources of assistance  

 Use a sacrifice paddock 

 

During Drought  

 Monitor rainfall prospects, feed supply and ground cover levels 

 Monitor stock and fodder prices; start decreasing stock as planned  

 Start feeding before running out of pasture and stock condition falls  

 Prevent grass butts or lucerne being eaten to the ground 

 Act to reduce disease and suffering 

 Protect water supplies  

 Keep cover on cropping paddocks; reconsider crop or pasture sowing plans  

 Determine optimum use of crops already growing 

 Efficiently use the irrigation water  

 Assess opportunities for fodder sales, buying and fattening stock and providing 
agistment  

 Seek advice on technical and financial matters and other sources of help  

 

After Drought 

 Assess market prospects of various crops /enterprises  

 Allow pastures to recover before restocking  

 Control weeds introduced with animals or fodder  

 Re-sow pastures as soon as possible.  

 Sow fodder crops  

 Rehabilitate lands that were eroded or damaged in any way 
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8 HERITAGE (POLICY) 

8.1 General 

 
 Where available, existing heritage and archaeological registers, studies and surveys will 

be referenced. 

 All reasonable effort will be undertaken to identify sites or areas of heritage and 
archaeological significance and record them in the Property Management Plan for that 
particular property. 

 No place, building, structure or other item having known heritage or archaeological 
significance will be damaged or destroyed other than in accordance with the relevant 
legal requirement and procedure to do so and subject to approval by Centennial. 

8.2 Aboriginal Heritage 
 
 Particular care will be taken where tenant’s activities may significantly disturb the 

following areas: 

- stream banks of drainage lines. 

- ridge and hill crests, particularly if the overlook some form of drainage. 

- mature trees in any environmental context, but particularly in proximity to a water 
source. 

- sandstone formations (rock shelters and axe grinding grooves). Axe grinding grooves 
are generally located in close proximity to, or within the stream channel of drainage 
lines. 

 

8.3 European Heritage 
 
 Where a Centennial property may have significant European heritage values we will 

endeavour to maintain the property and its structures in the manner that contributed to its 
former condition and use. 

 

8.4 Local/Social Heritage 
 
 Where a Centennial property may have local or social heritage values we will endeavour 

to maintain the property in the manner that contributed to its acquired or former use. 
 
 Any proposed change to activities that have a local or social heritage should be 

discussed with Centennial by the tenant prior to undertaking that activity. 
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9 EMERGENCY  PROCEDURES 

9.1 Fire 
 
It is the duty of the occupiers of the land to prevent the occurrence of bush fires on the land 
and minimise the danger for spread of the bush fires on or from the land (Rural Fires Act 
1997) 
 
IN THE EVENT OF FIRE CONTACT THE FOLLOWING IN THE GIVEN ORDER OF 
PRIORITY: 
 

1ST   DIAL 000. 

Identify your location by road name and where possible, by the Rural 
Numbering System. 

 
2ND   Notify the local Rural Bush Fire Service 
 
3RD   Notify the Centennial Land Manager 

Bob Doyle at the Sanders & Associates office:   

Telephone: 49 38 95 31   

Mobile : 0428 168 035 or 0429 389 326 

 
4TH   Notify the local Centennial representative 

 

9.2 Chemical or Fuel Spill 
 
In the event that chemicals, fuel or similar substances are spilled in any area please contact: 
 
The Centennial Land Manager 

Bob Doyle at the Sanders & Associates office:   
Telephone: 49 38 95 31   

Mobile : 0428 168 035 or 0429 389 326 

 
The Regional Centennial Environmental Officer 
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10 CONCLUSION 

 
Land management is a dynamic, on-going process.  Priorities change, and we all learn from 
experience and new research. 
 
The tenant and other users of the Code can assist Centennial to improve its property 
resources by ongoing discussion and updating of the Property Management Plan and the 
Code.  
 
We all have an obligation to care for the land and the natural resources that support our 
lifestyle. As a nation we have been short sighted and often have satisfied our current needs 
at the expense of future generations of Australians.  We will at times have to make some 
difficult decisions but at the forefront of all our actions we must keep in mind the protection of 
our environment. 
 
It is our goal at Centennial to work cooperatively with our tenants as custodians of the land to 
enhance the properties for future generations.  
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APPENDIX A 

REFERENCES AND FURTHER READING 
 
General Publications 
 
Archer, AC (1997) Tocal Code Of Land Use Practice, NSW Agriculture 
 
The State of Queensland, Department of Natural Resources  (1999) Natural Resource 
Monitoring Guide,  
 
Brouwer, D (1997) Managing Water Ways on Farms, NSW Agriculture 
 
Jamieson, P (1997) Cooranbong Colliery Life Extension Project Environmental Impact 
Statement Volume 1,  
 
Buchanan, RA (1989, Reprint -1996) Bush Regeneration - Recovering Australian 
Landscapes,  
 
Brouwer, D  (1998) Plan for Trees, NSW Agriculture 
 
Brouwer, D  (1992) Drought on the Pretty Little River:  A Community’s Response To  
Crisis, Paterson-Allyn Valley Landcare Group 
 
Savory, A with Butterfield, J  (1999) Holistic Management Second Edition, Island Press 

 
Weed Control 
 
A. Weed Out Noxious Weeds, Lower Hunter Noxious Plants Awareness Committee  

(Pamphlet). 

B. Weeds Of The Hunter And Central Coast   (Pamphlet) 

C. Is Your Garden A Source Of Weeds That Invade Natural Areas   (Brochure) 

D. Environmental Issues Handbook, A Guide to Environmental Issues In The Lake 
Macquarie Catchment 

E. Photocopied “ Warning ” signs, which can be posted in the area/paddock that has 
been sprayed, to inform and warn people of spraying details 

F. Giant Parramatta Grass: Early Identification The Key To Control, NSW Agriculture   
(Pamphlet) 

G. Ag Notes on Giant Parramatta Grass Control (1996), NSW Agriculture, 3rd Edition, 
Agnote Reg 1/020  

H. Ag Notes on Guidelines to Restrict The Spread of Giant Parramatta Grass (1994), 
NSW Agriculture, Agnote Reg 1/088  
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Annexure E 
 

 

 

 

Property Management Plans 
 

 

Notes 

 

Prior to tenanting a property the following safety and operational checks are undertaken and repairs 

carried out as required: 

 

 Electrical safety check on all wiring and electrical apparatus 

 Visual Structural inspection on all habitable structures   

 Water supply, plumbing and waste water management of all infrastructure 

 Boundary fences    

 

When reading each Individual Property Management Plan it should be noted that the safety and 

operational checks listed above are Critical Elements of the PMP but as they are undertaken on 

every property they have not been listed on every Plan. 

 

Following a review of this document in February 2017 the focus of the Individual PMP is Land 

Management and does not include repair and improvement of dwellings etc.   

 

All “Further Action Planned or Ongoing under the PMP” for each individual property is now updated 

annually and is included in a document (APP18000) called MMCC Land Management Works Plan. 

A copy is attached in Annexure E.      
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Property Address Property  

Ref No 

Riparian &  Wetlands 

Maintenance 

Weed Maintenance Farm  

Management 

38 Browns Road 

Hamlets Creek 

43  Blackberry control on creek banks  

 

 

111/112 Browns Road  40 & 48  Regrowth and blackberry control Replace part boundary fence with 544 
Mandalong Rd 

Repair boundary fence on northern side of 
Browns Road 

226 Browns Road 21 Check weeds and regrowth in 
riparian zone – needs an updated 
plan with new tenants 

Regrowth and blackberry control   

230 Browns Road 33  Regrowth and blackberry control  

32-64 Chapman Road 

Chapman Estate 

222   Double Gateway installed where existing 

gate was on (January 2017) 

158 Crooks Road 3    

295 Deaves Road 

American Oak 

9  Regrowth and blackberry control Decommission bridge once crossing repaired  

DA  - approved for removal of old cottage 

Upgrade cottage fence  

323 Deaves Road 7 & 8  Regrowth and blackberry control 

 

Fence off cottage 

DA  - approved for removal of old hostels 

350 Deaves Road 56  Blackberry control   

Tea Tree control along fence lines 

Minor boundary fence repairs 

 

202 Mandalong Road 4    

280 Mandalong Road 

182 Mandalong Road 

184 Mandalong Road 

 Mandalong Dairy 

59 

60 

1 

Complete riparian zone fencing to 
suit land management land for 
these blocks 

Regrowth and blackberry control -ongoing 

Ongoing control of thistles, tobacco bush 
and blackberry along Morans Creek 

 

Upgrade entrance to house off Mandalong 
Rd 

343 Mandalong Road        61    

378 Mandalong Road 58  Blackberry control -ongoing  

544 Mandalong Road 

Lonesome Pine 

37 and 
49 

 Blackberry control Replace boundary with 111 Browns Rd 

 

555 Mandalong Road 68 Repair damage to wetland fence 
by deer and continue to monitor. 

Regrowth and blackberry control Replace boundary fence along Mandalong 
Rd 

619 Mandalong Road 70   Repairs to access road and associated 

drainage 

658 Mandalong Road 81  Lantana control Upgrade front boundary fence depending on 

land use. 

687 Mandalong Road 84   Replace eastern boundary fence 

695 Mandalong Road 85   Minor boundary fence repairs on Mandalong 

Rd 
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Property Address Property  

Ref No 

Riparian &  Wetlands 

Maintenance 

Weed Maintenance Farm  

Management 

Upgrade access road 

803 Mandalong Road  217 Fence off NW corner of property 
including the riparian zone 

 New internal fencing being planned to suit 
the development of Mandalong South. 

Destocked in Jan 2017 

12 Sauls Road   52 & 53  Regrowth and blackberry control   

27 Sauls Road 55 Property to be sold   

35 Sauls Road 54  Regrowth and blackberry control Investigate the removal of some sheds  

 

91 Sauls Road 42  Regrowth and blackberry control  

 

 

229 Sauls Road 

Tallowood Lodge 

26   Repairs to erosion above one of the dams. 
Rearrange fencing to include the old Lodge 
house paddock back into the main farm 

232 Sauls Road  

Gumnut 

23   Maintain & upgrade firebreak 

28 Timber Road 50  Regrowth and blackberry control  

37 Tobins Road 75    

 

 

 

Notes 
This plan is a guide only and will be affected by the weather and ground conditions.   

Weed Control Information - Treatment for the following weeds is included in this Schedule. 

Weed Treatment Period Method of Treatment 

Blackberry October to March Spraying  

Tabaco Bush All year Cut & paint or spraying – depending on size 

Giant Parramatta Grass 
October to March Spot spray & rotor wipe 

2 types of chemical used depending on season 

Lantana October to March Spraying 

 


